
P R E S S  

R u e  d e  l a  L o i  1 7 5   B  –  1 0 4 8  B R U S S E L S   T e l . :  + 3 2  ( 0 ) 2  2 8 5  8 2 3 9  /  6 3 1 9   F a x :  + 3 2  ( 0 ) 2  2 8 5  8 0 2 6  
press.office@consilium.eu.int  http://ue.eu.int/Newsroom 

1 

EN 
 

 

COUNCIL OF
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2706th EXTERNAL RELATIONS Council meeting 

Brussels, 30 January 2006 
 

Council conclusions on Iran 
 
 
The Council adopted the following conclusions: 
 
"The European Union is gravely concerned at the removal of seals at several nuclear installations, 
including at Natanz, and Iran's decision to resume enrichment related activities. The EU calls on 
Iran to re-instate the seals and to re-establish full, sustained and verifiable suspension of all 
enrichment-related and reprocessing activities as called for repeatedly in IAEA Board of Governors' 
resolutions as an essential confidence building measure. 
 
In line with the requests made in IAEA Board of Governors Resolutions the EU emphasizes the 
need for Iran to refrain from all enrichment related and reprocessing activities until international 
confidence is restored.  
 
This is not a dispute between Iran and Europe, but between Iran and the international community. 
The EU does not question the right of Iran to the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes in 
conformity with its obligations under the NPT, a right which we have consistently reaffirmed.  The 
dispute is about Iran's failure to build the necessary confidence as to the exclusively peaceful nature 
of its programme.  This confidence has further eroded as a result of the unilateral steps Iran has 
taken contrary to its commitments. The Council noted with concern that the Director General has 
reported that the IAEA is not yet in a position to clarify some important issues after two and a half 
years of intensive inspections and investigation and that Iran's full transparency is indispensable and 
overdue. 
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In the light of recent Iranian actions, which run counter to IAEA-Resolutions and which are a 
rejection of the efforts to explore whether a basis can be agreed for resuming negotiations, the 
European Union Member States will closely coordinate and work for the forthcoming extraordinary 
meeting of the IAEA Board of Governors in Vienna to involve the UN Security Council to reinforce 
the authority of the IAEA in line with these conclusions. This is a necessary and appropriate step, 
fully in line with the IAEA Board of Governors' resolution of September 2005, which found that 
Iran had been non-compliant with its Safeguards Agreement and that the history of concealment of 
Iran’s nuclear activities and the nature of these activities had given rise to questions within the 
competence of the Security Council.  
 
The EU believes that the issue can still be solved by negotiations; but this will require a cooperative 
and transparent approach on the part of the Iranian government with the IAEA, and the return to full 
suspension. The EU remains committed to a diplomatic solution to the Iranian nuclear issue in 
which the IAEA should play a central role. Involvement of the Security Council does not end the 
IAEA's responsibilities; on the contrary it strengthens them. 
 
The EU will remain fully engaged in this issue. The EU Member States will closely coordinate their 
action both in the framework of the IAEA in Vienna and of the United Nations in New York, in 
coordination also with international partners. 
 
The Council recalls in this context its support for the establishment of a zone free of weapons of 
mass destruction in the Middle East, including their means of delivery. 
 
The Council recalls that in its Conclusions of 7 November 2005 it repeated that the evolution of its 
long-term relationship with Iran would depend on action by Iran to address effectively all the EU’s 
areas of concern. The Council regards Iran's resumption of enrichment-related activities as a 
negative development that will impact on the overall relationship which we will review in the light 
of actions taken by Iran.  The Council reiterates that it is up to Iran to determine, through its actions, 
whether its long-term relationship with the EU will improve or deteriorate." 
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