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Main Results of the Council

As part of a policy of engagement vis-a-vis Libya, the Council decided inter alia to lift the arms
embargo against that country as well as to repeal a set of economic sanctions adopted by the EU in
application of UNSC resolutions. The Council invited Libya to respond positively to this policy,
notably with a view to the resolution of remaining EU concerns, in particular the case of the

Bulgarian and Palestinian medical workers and other outstanding issues.

The Council, addressing the situation in the Middle East,

- condemned in the strongest terms the terrorist attacks perpetrated in the Sinai against innocent

Egyptian and Israeli citizens;

- expressed grave concern at the unprecedented cycle of retaliatory violence in Israel and the
Occupied Territories, called on both parties to take steps to fulfil their Roadmap obligations and
commitments and welcomed the proposals made by the EU Special Representative for an EU

coordinating mechanism for donor assistance to the Palestinian Civil Police.

Other main results in the field of external relations, such as those concerning the tightening of
restrictive measures against the regime in Burma/Myanmar, as well as decisions taken in the field
of the European Security and Defence Policy are reflected in the “General Affairs” press release,

12767/04 Presse 275.
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Ministers, over lunch, discussed Iran, with particular focus on the nuclear issue. They exchanged
views on their approach for the weeks ahead, also with a view to the AIEA Board of Governors
meeting on 25 November. The Presidency noted that the EU would remain engaged - notably
through the efforts of France, Germany and the UK reinforced by High Representative Solana -
with a view to achieving progress on the Iranian nuclear issue.

The Council also adopted the following conclusions on the EU-Iran dialogue on human rights:

Ul.

The Council recalled its previous conclusions on the subject (21 October 2002, 18 March
2003, 21 July 2003 and 13 October 2003), and welcomed the evaluation of the EU-Iran
dialogue on Human Rights. This evaluation was prepared in accordance with the EU
Guidelines on Human Rights dialogues and includes the fourth round of the dialogue,
which took place on 14 and 15 June 2004 in Tehran.

The Council recalled the commitment expressed by the Government of Iran to strengthen
respect for human rights in the country and to promote the rule of law.

The Council remains deeply concerned that despite this commitment, serious violations of
human rights are continuing to occur in Iran.

The evaluation clearly establishes that with regard to the issues that this Council has
designated as its priorities, although there seemed to be hopeful signs at some point, little
overall progress has been achieved since the start of the dialogue in December 2002. These
key areas of concern, which have been used as benchmarks to appraise the human rights
situation in Iran and to measure the results of the dialogue, relate to Iran's cooperation with
human rights mechanisms and implementation of their recommendations, ratification and
implementation of key conventions; unhindered access for international observers and
international NGOs; civil rights and political freedoms; reform of the judicial system,;
prevention and eradication of torture; criminal punishment; discrimination and the prison
system.

The evaluation concluded that while Iran has extended a standing invitation for visits by
UN Special Human Rights mechanisms and several such visits actually took place, little
progress has been made on implementing the recommendations arising from them. With
regard to the other priority issues, however, there has either been very little or no progress
on the ground.
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The Council noted that the situation with regard to the exercise of key civil rights and
political freedoms such as freedom of expression, has deteriorated since the Parliamentary
elections of February this year. The Council, bearing in mind its longstanding and firm
position against the use of the death penalty, also expressed its concern about the recently
increased number of reports about executions being carried out in apparent absence of
respect for internationally recognised safeguards, and about the executions of juvenile
offenders. It regretted that despite some recent legislative improvements numerous
discriminatory practices continue against women as well as against persons belonging to
religious minorities, both recognised and not recognised by Iran.

The Council reaffirmed that the human rights dialogue with Iran remains one of the means
by which the EU can make a contribution to improving the human rights situation. While
welcoming the efforts that Iran has so far put into its dialogue with the European Union, it
reiterated that this dialogue is an effective instrument in human rights policy only if
sufficient progress is achieved on the ground, both in the short and the long term. The
dialogue itself should be able to make a positive contribution to EU-Iran relations in this
regard. The EU remains committed to pursue the human rights dialogue, while however
annually reviewing its modalities with the aim of improving its effectiveness in key areas
of concern. Taking into account the outcome of the evaluation, the Council supported the
need to attain a renewed commitment from the Iranian authorities to improve respect for
human rights and promote the rule of law in the country and also supported the need to
adjust the modalities of the dialogue with a view to enhancing its effectiveness.

The Council wishes to discuss with Iran a number of practical recommendations aimed at
enhancing the effectiveness of the dialogue, such as early agreement on themes and regular
dates before each UN Commission on Human Rights and UN General Assembly, a more
thorough preparation for both the round table meetings and the government-only meetings,
and more transparency towards the public. This dialogue has generated great expectations
within the civil society in Iran. The EU and Iran should do their best to meet these
expectations.

The Council expressed its intention that an EU troika mission shall discuss the contents of
these Council Conclusions with the Government of Iran shortly, and stressed the need to
improve respect for human rights and promote the rule of law in the country, and discuss
the way forward.

The Council further reaffirmed its position of principle that the dialogue remains without
prejudice to the tabling of a resolution at the UN Commission on Human Rights or at the
Third Committee of the UN General Assembly. It agreed that at the 59th session of the UN
General Assembly, the EU will convey its deep concern at the serious violations of human
rights in Iran.

The EU will return to the matter in the light of developments in the situation of human
rights in Iran."

12770/04 (Presse 276) 12

EN





